










Q: What do you mean by "regional school"? How will you determine what parishes support a regional

school? How will the school be supported?

A: A regional school is a school that serves an area that includes more than one parish. The support of a

regional school is expected to be the responsibility of all the parishes within the designated region.

There are many different models for regional schools. These models are being evaluated by the task

force which will offer its recommendations to the Archbishop.

Q: What factors are driving current Catholic school enrollment trends ?

A: There is a demographic trend toward lower enrollment in all schools: public; Catholic; and private.

This current trend has been observable for the last 7-10 years.

Q: Has a possible increase in Catholic school enrollment when the economy improves been factored into

planning?

A: Yes, this potential for an increase in enrollment has been factored into planning discussions.

However, demographic trends exist which impact schools in ways that are independent of economic

upturns or downturns.

Q: What happens in the interim between announcement and implementation? For example, families

may pull their children out of a school which is announced as closing.

A: This is a challenge faced in any announced school closing, yet each closing has will have its own

unique circumstances. The Catholic schools office and other area schools will work with families to find a

Catholic school which meets their needs and provides as much as possible for an orderly transition.

Q: One of guiding principles which Archbishop Nienstedt established for this planning process is "full

sacramental ministry". Please define full sacramental ministry. What are the criteria for this?

A: Full sacramental ministry means every local Catholic will know where to find spiritual assistance and

where to participate in the sacraments. Our sacramental life is essential to us as Catholics. It is possible

that parishes in a geographical area will be asked to coordinate their Sunday Mass times, ensuring that

Masses will be celebrated at various times on a Sunday morning or Saturday/Sunday evening. Some

parishes may find it necessary to reduce the number of Sunday masses because they may be clustered

with another parish. Daily Mass or confession times may be coordinated in a geographical area.

Sacramental preparation for our children and teenagers may be done collaborativeiy between several

parishes. Families need to know that a priest will be available to anoint the sick or dying, whether he is a

parish priest or hospital/institution chaplain.

Q: Define competent pastoral leaders. What are the criteria for this?

A: Competent pastoral leaders are competent and compassionate clergy, religious and lay leaders. The

planning process may suggest that ongoing training and education opportunities be offered for clergy

and lay leaders. Competent pastoral leaders should have the necessary education to serve the Church,
but should also be imbued with a spirit of prayer and genuine concern for others. Competent pastoral

leaders work effectively and collaborativeiy with other pastoral leaders, and are committed to

mentoring younger clergy and parish staff members. They should also be able to work with a diverse

population, for example: children; elderly; men; women; immigrants; and people of various ethnic

backgrounds. Competent pastoral leaders should also seek out and nurture parishioners for leadership
roles in elements of parish life.
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Thanks to all our sponsors for their generosity!   
 

 


